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Hello February!

Despite the cold, frosty mornings, the 
children’s spirits have not been 
dampened over the past couple of 
weeks.
This week, we have acknowledged
Children’s Mental Health Week in 
classrooms (with the “Know Yourself, 
Grow Yourself” rucksack activities) as 
well as outside with our sponsored 
Walk and Talk (raising well deserved 
funds for Tendring Families First.) The 
children have also celebrated 
National Storytelling Week and 
enjoyed the wonders of stories.
The BSA has organised two more 
events for this term: “Love Yourself 
Day” on Friday 14th February (children 
can wear non-uniform in return for a 
£1 donation to the BSA which raises 
funds for both Broomgrove schools.)  
Also, they will be holding two discos - 
one for the infants and one for the 

juniors. 🕺

ATTENDANCE MATTERS!
All absence must be reported on the first day. 
If we do not have a reason for absence your child will 
receive an unauthorised absence mark. This data is 
monitored by The Department for Education on a 
regular basis. 
Attendance Percentages for this academic year:

KEY DATES
*Tuesday 11th Feb: Safer Internet Day
*Friday 14th Feb:  BSA “Love Yourself Day” (non-uniform)
*Monday 17th - Friday 21st Feb: Half term holidays
*Monday 24th Feb: Non-Pupil Day (Staff training)
*Wednesday 26th Feb: Class Photos
*Monday 3rd March: National Offer Day for Secondary 
Schools
*Thursday 6th March: World Book Day
*Monday 10th - Friday 14th March: British Science Week
*Friday 21st March: Red Nose Day
*Tuesday 25th March: Parents’ Evening (3;45 - 6:45pm)
*Thursday 27th March: Parents’ Evening (3.45 = 5’45pm)
*Monday 31st March: Rocksteady Concert (at 2.15pm)
*Monday 31st March - Friday 4th April: Y6 residential



Firstsite Holiday Fun!

There is some upcoming February Holiday Fun  at 
Firstsite in Colchester! They are offering free 
food, sports and art activities for the whole family 
to enjoy. Holiday Fun is running from the 18th to 
the 22nd of Feb 2025 (please see the flyer 
attached to this newsletter or their website for 
more information.)

Sponsored “Walk and Talk” for Tendring Families First

This week is Children’s Mental Health Week and on Thursday 6th February, we held a 
sponsored Walk and Talk as research confirms that walking and talking outdoors is good 
for mental health and wellbeing. It can help to reduce levels of stress, depression and 
anxiety. Many parents and carers attended to join in with this event and everyone seemed 
to enjoy it.  The event was also attended by Stef and Julieann (Family Support Workers) 
from Tendring Families First.

As TFF is a charity, it relies on donations, 
fundraising and grants and our school 
community benefits hugely from the 
services it provides (including counselling, 
psychotherapy, play therapy, art therapy 
and Family Support Workers.) We are still 
collecting in the sponsorship money you 
have raised and we hope to be able to 
share the total with you soon.  On behalf of 
TFF and our school, we would like to thank 
you for your continued support.

Autism Central

Autism Central is Here to Help all Schools! 
Autism Central is a Peer Education and Support Service run by parents, for 
parents, offering online group sessions and 1:1 support for parents and carers of 
autistic people of any age.
Visit the Autism Central website to book onto a group session, or request a 1:1 
appointment.
https://www.autismcentral.org.uk/hubs/east-england-delivered-essex-county-council

https://www.autismcentral.org.uk/hubs/east-england-delivered-essex-county-council










Snow Plan 2024-25

Guidance for Parents of Broomgrove Infant and Junior Schools 

In matters related to adverse weather conditions, we will keep the school open whenever possible, provided the 
safety of children and staff can be maintained.  However there may be occasions for where, due to the health and 
safety of children and staff, we have to close the school. The importance of clear communication is essential and 
this letter outlines our procedure in such circumstances.

Essex County Council (ECC) has created a new online notification system to keep parents up-to-date about 
unplanned school closures. The system has been introduced by ECC to allow parents and guardians to access 
information about school closures faster and more effectively via the internet.

All Essex schools will be able to complete a simple reporting process either on the day of the closure or the day 
before. A notification will then be added to a live feed on the emergency school closures page on the council’s 
website http://www.essex.gov.uk/Education-Schools/Schools/Dates/Pages/Emergency-School-Closures.aspx

This feed will continue to update as notifications of school closures are received. The page will refresh at 6pm 
each evening and closure lists for the next day will then go live.

Essex radio stations have always been extremely helpful in not only listing school closures online, but also using 
their airtime to keep people informed. They will continue to support ECC in getting vital school closure messages 
out in as many ways as possible, including signposting listeners to the school closures page on the council’s 
website.

The decision to stay open or close the school is made by 7.00a.m. This will be based on;
●       the ability of staff to get into school
●       the safety /conditions in the building, given the weather
●       the likelihood of weather becoming even worse during the day. 

As well as the council’s new notification system, schools have been asked to provide information to parents about 
other ways they will communicate closures. We will communicate with you as parents / staff through:

Once this decision has been made to close the school it will not be reversed, even if weather conditions improve. Please 
accept our apologies in advance if the decision turns out to be the wrong one but we have to decide on the basis of the information 
we have at the time and with enough notice to allow parents to make childcare arrangements.  

 Breakfast Club and Out of School Club:

On any snowy day, there is a strong possibility that we may be unable to open Breakfast Club on time or at all. If we announce a 
late opening, or complete closure, then it should be assumed that on that day Breakfast Club will not open at all. You should 
therefore always bring your child to the door to check that there is someone there. Similarly, we cannot guarantee that Out of Hours 
Club will open on snowy days and if there has been a heavy snowfall during the day, you should expect that Out of Hours Club will 
not open.  All other clubs will be cancelled in the event of snow.

 Advice to Parents and Carers for extreme weather conditions
●   IF IT HAS SNOWED PLEASE DO NOT SEND CHILDREN TO SCHOOL BY THEMSELVES, AS YOU MAY NEED TO 

TAKE THEM HOME, IF MESSAGES HAVE NOT GOT THROUGH TO YOU THAT THE SCHOOL HAS HAD TO CLOSE.
●       The decision to close the school will be a joint one between the Infant and Juniors Schools.
●       If the school has to close because of extreme conditions during school hours, the school will ParentMail/call you to collect 

your child.
●       If conditions are bad the following morning and our school remains closed, please check our website for updates and a 

ParentMail, Tapestry, Teams or Class Dojo message from us.
●       The school will provide work for the children at home through our remote learning platforms on every day that the school is 

closed due to snow. The Infants will upload work to Microsoft Teams/Tapestry and the Junior School through Google 
Classroom

●   No snowballing on the school site.  This is in the best interests of health and safety for all pupils, staff and visitors. The 
children will get the chance, if they wish to, to throw snowballs at playtime, if they appropriate outside clothing and 
footwear for the conditions, subject to school's discretion. 

http://www.essex.gov.uk/Education-Schools/Schools/Dates/Pages/Emergency-School-Closures.aspx


Is my child too ill for school?

It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school, nursery or 
playgroup when they're unwell.  The NHS has provided this guidance for parents and 
carers:
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/#:~:text=If%20your%20child%2
0has%20mild,they%20can%20go%20to%20school

Holiday Requests  
The school has been receiving an increasing number of holiday requests in term 
time. I have included the term dates  for the academic year for your information 
within this school newsletter. 

Holidays in term time are always taken as an unauthorised leave of absence. 
Parents who take these periods of  absence do so with the full knowledge that 
the school may issue a penalty notice. There is no entitlement in law for  pupils 
to take time off during the term to go on holiday. 

At Broomgrove Junior School 'exceptional circumstances' will be interpreted as: 
... being of unique and significant emotional, educational or spiritual value to the 
child which outweighs the loss of  teaching time (as determined by the 
headteacher). The fundamental principles for defining ‘exceptional’ are events  
that are “rare, significant, unavoidable and short”. By 'unavoidable' we mean an 
event that could not reasonably be  scheduled at another time, outside of school 
term time. 

Examples of ‘exceptional’ events that are “rare, significant, unavoidable and 
short” may include but are not limited  to: a parent or carer being a member of 
the armed forces and has been on active duty so could not reasonably  schedule 
the absence for another time, the death of a close family member, the 
attendance at the funeral and the  attendance at the wedding of a close family 
member.  

Furthermore, we will not consider applications for leave during term time: 

● at any time in September. This is very important as your child needs to settle 
into their new class at the start of  the academic year as quickly as possible. 

● during assessment and test periods in the school’s calendar affecting your child. 
● when a pupil’s attendance record already includes any level of unauthorised 

absence or they have already been  granted authorised leave within that 
academic year. 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/#:~:text=If%20your%20child%20has%20mild,they%20can%20go%20to%20school
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/#:~:text=If%20your%20child%20has%20mild,they%20can%20go%20to%20school



